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SWAMI SIVANANDA,
The Divine Life Society, Rishikesh, Himalayas,

Glorious Immortal Atman,

Salutations and adorations.
Om Namahsivaya.

I have received with grateful thanks your
latest publication on the ‘Nava-Ratnas?.

It is most appropriate that it was brought
out in commemoration of Your Holiness’s Birth-
day; for, your Holiness is one of the rarest and
most resplendent gems on the crown of the TLord.
May He prosper your Holiness’s 1ife and mission.

The Adheenam is a Lighthouse which guides
the ship of humanity away from the rocks of
materialism and atheism, and illumines the path
to the safe harbour of devotion to the Lord and.
Jnana.

The book is very nice and will prove very
ugeful and educative to the publie. The author



has not spared any pains to make the work attrac-
tive, informative and high useful. I wish the
book an wide circulation among the public.

May Lord bless S8ri T. 8. Vaidyanathan who
wrote this work with health, longlife, peace,

prosperity and spiritual perfection. May Lord
bless you all.

May God bless your Holiness and the Adheenam!
With regards,

Prem and OM,

OM Thy Own Atma.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
by
Dr. Sir. C. P, RAMASWAMI AYYAR

My good friends, Mr. Vaidyanathan,

Representative of the Dharmapuram Adheenam,
Srimathi Rukmini Devi,

Sri, K. S. Ramaswami Sastrigal and friends.

As has been proudly and legitimately claimed in this address,
the Tiruvavaduthurai Adheenam has existed and functioned from
the 15th century. During these hundreds of years, that Adheenam
and the sister Adheenams of Tiruppanandal and Dharmapuram
have done great service to the Tamil country. And I take it as
a special opportunity and privilege on my part to pay tribute to
those services, beeause hereditarily I am connected with all these
Adheenams. My father’s father after retirement from service was
the Manager of the Tiruppanandal Adheenam and I have myself in
my professional career acted for and against all these Adheenams.
(Laughter) But joking apart, my good friends, it is a matter of
great significance and goed augury that unlike the history of other

£
countries which I shall not name, these endowments and foundations

inangurated centuries ago have with very very few exceptions

maintained a tradition of culture and the spread of culture. Not
only have the successive Madathipathies been sources of lighted
inspirations and guidance to their disciples, but they have taken it
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upon themselves to disperse and publish the great literary, gramma-
tical, philesophical metaphysical, dialectical masterpieces of the past
India is particularly fortunate in this, that the great foundations
initiated by Sri Sankaracharys, the foundations of the Visishtadhvy-
tha and the Dwaitha Schools and not less important and signifi-
cant than these, these foundations which have inherited the great
Tamil tradition of Satvasiddhantha and all that it connotes and
stands for, still continue, It is & matter of profound satisfaction that
the light of learning, the light of philosophy shed on this country by
these persons persists. I take particular occasion on this auspicious
day to congratulate and send my felicitations to the present occu-
.pant, the 21-st occupant, Sri-la-S8ri Subramania Desiga Swamigal of
Tiruvavaduthurai Mutt for the fine outstanding work he has been
doing for the Tamil literature and philosephy. It has been claimed
thiat one hundred and twenty eight publications have seen the light
of day. It is no small achievement.

And to-day we have met here to celebrate the ocecasion of
the production and the promulgabion of a work of research and of
learning on which I should say something. Mr. Author, there is a
great deal that can be said with regard to your work., I may say
this that it is nob quite inappropriate that I should speak to you on
such a subject before this audience. For two reasons. TFor over
sixty years I have been a great collector of gems of various kinds.
My friend Rukmini Devi to my left knows of some aspects of that
collection. My sons here know, who are now the inheritors of some
of those gems, know other aspects of the matter. But for sixty
years I have heen collecting gems from various countries and in
the world and wide. I have always accounted that amongst the
God’s most glorious and wonderful creations, there are two,
conspicuous and outstanding. One is typified by the flowers of
the field, which exhibit God’s marvellous artistry and fill the heart
with thoughts of sublimity. The other is the mineral analogous
to the flowers, namely the gems.



Now, I am, although I speak in Bnglish, T am fairly a diligent
reader of Tamil literature and I have gone through every line of
this book. In this book, the author has taken care to embody
the results both of Western and of Mastern lore and knowledge
regarding precious stones and gems. He has given the history of the
most important diamonds, historic diamonds. He has discussed the
Navamanis and has discussod their chemical composibion, their
habitat, the method by which the pearls arc dived for in China, in
Japan, in India, in the Persian Gulf and elsewhere, the way in which
corals arc produced. He has discussed the mineralogical aspects
of the diamonds and pearls and the Padmaragas and the Chryso-
beryls and the Emeralds, the Sapphires and all other stones.
But he has gone further. He has given a number of literary
references which are of the greatest possible use, He has shown
what India used to do in the past. For insbance, he has pointed
out, that although recently the diamond for instance, is produced
in great quantity and quality by Brazil, by South Africa, by other
countrics and now in Russia too, yet the greatest diamonds of the
past, the most historic gems have been Indian diamonds, the Kohi-
noor, the Arlov, the Regent. He has given the history of Holland
and he has pointed out how India has treated the gems.

India has been, as is not often recognised, restlessly and
scientifically curious. People have discovered the virtues of wearing
certain goms, the virtues of wearing them on certain occasions on
certain days. The plancts will be wollified or satisfied by the
wearing of those gems. Lest I should consider this to be supersition,
I may mention that Europeans are as supersitious as anyhody else.
There are name stones, for instance if you are named dJames, you
must wear some kind of stone. If youare born in November, you
must wear Topaz, and if you are horn in October, you must wear
Opal and so on and so forth. This idea that planctary powers, the
powers that influence the human destiny are mollified or satisfied
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by the utilisation of certain gems is widespread and there is a full
account of all that. And very much curious loreis also given to us,
For instance I find he has pointed out what I did not know, although
I read a great deal about the gems in my days, that in China they
have got a peculiar method of bringing into existence pearls in the
form of the image of Buddha,

TG pr g s QFudens s gissellds Quiamus smb wuw
qums .. a2l srisg Hvdde @HsGL YSsmew o
wGHG gyowis phgssar onGs el sRerpar. ysHT
2 gausmg Quidu FudBeara g, 557 55a@wre s@ s
Aoduiier wdbmis@ear Qo shs Pa srTomsHis NH
S BrGBOLT G SeudseT TOEEISEr. @b penpanw d
FarrsGor soin () o fserid

I mean I did not know that they inserted a metallic ostrea kind of
sediment into the oyster in order to get a seated Buddha image and
there are many other curious things of that kind indicated to us.
And for instance I did not know we have heard of Santhrakantha
and Suriakantha. The great classical sanskrit poets speak of both
Santhirakantha and Suriakantha. But Mr. Vaidyanathan says

CgflwsTish eadug sells sd ey, syl o

s G erer gy ofEhehralaer g meurt *’

I did not know that Suriakantha is a type of glass. And there are
many other things that are contained in this book, and they
contain all the information that you get from the western books
also.

Tor instance he enters into a very elaborate disquisition of
the crystlographical the refractive index of the precious stones, the
refraction, the hardness; and the various tests which are applied, for
instance to find out all the kubtrams (@hpbd) and the virtues of
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the various stones. In other words, this book is a work of very
luborious research and independent thinking - research into books
of western gemology and of eastern lore, the sastras for instance
taking the Vairm be points out the various castes of the vairams
and he points out when a vairam should be worn, what are the
particular faults of the vairam, what those faults will produce so
far as the worldly fortunes or the misfortunes for the wearer are
concerned. And therefore this book is a kind of what in western
language is called the vade-mecum i. e. a hand book of complete
encyclopaedic information with regard to the places where these
stones are found, the way in which they are mined, the places where
these stones were once found, but are no longer found. For instance
we don’t get diamond in great quantity here near Golkonda. The
Kohinoor was found near Golkonda. But now in Vindhyas it is very
little excepting near the place called Panna. But they have started
mining again. He has pointed how Ceylon, Burma, Kashmir are
the homes of the greatest gems of the past.

Then the qualities, the method by which thay can be tested
the way in which the better stone can be distinguished from the
worse, then, there is a very elaborate disquisition under each heading
of what medical use each of the stones can be put into-vaira paspam-
muthupaspam - pavazha paspam and every one of these things and
he gives the kind of rasams and rasayanas which can be made
from all these. In other words it is a medical book, it is a deserip-
tive book, it is an ornamental book and it is a kind of hand book
of varied information regarding these gems.

There is simply only one or two observations I must malke. It
is nob a matter of critivism. It is not probably in one portion the
author refers to Jade. The description of Jade is contained in page
266 where Jadeites included amongst the various precious stones,
but in another place he seems to confuse it with the emerald jade
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gems. As a matter of fact, chemical composition of these two stones
is completely different. The jade is a horn blend: what is called a
horn blend is a sylicatie of lime and magnesia whereas an emerald is
alumina. We all know that. But the, point I must make is this.

There are certain stones not usually found in India, of which
somehow, our ancients had a kind of intuitive knowledge. One of
them is Opal. It is a favourite stone of mine and I know it is a
favourite stone of my good friend Rukmini Devi also, The Opal is
simply the sanskrit word °“ Upala ” which means a stone. But the
Opal is not found in India at all. Tt is found only in Hupgary, as
the author points out, in Hungary, in Queensland, and in New South
Wales in Australin. But apparently the people had known of it in
old days. But there is one stone, which one stone or gem which the
author does not adequately refer to and, mention is a jade. Today if
we go to China they do not care very much for Diamonds or
Emeralds or Pearls even. Buit the Queens, Emperors and the
Empresses in China in the old days and even in modern China, man
uses only jade as ornament and has everything connected with the
idea of beauty. If you want to describe an infinitely beautious
woman they say, ‘She is like Jade’. In fact the names of some of the
greatest Empresses of China were the Jadequeen. That jade,
curiously is not found in China at all. It is found outside. It has
now been annexed to communist China. But in old days it is found
in Chinese Turkistan and was brought over by mules from Chinese
Turkistan through 8000 miles and used for all rare jewellery in
China. My friend Mr. Vaidyanathan, might devote some attention
to it in the next edition of this book and investigate this question
of Jade which is one of the very rare stones which has not been
dealt with adequately here.

But generally speaking, there is nothing, which one gefs
aequainted with by way of introduction through European or Indian

i5



literature which is not contained here. Quotations from Kalidasa,
quotations from Silappathikaram, quotations from various Siddha
systems of medicines and those books all these are found here.
It betokeus very careful research. T congratulate you Sir, and T take
it a great opportunity for me to come here to felicitate you. and
through you to felicitate the Thiruvavaduthurai Adheenam, which
has made this occasion for the felicitation of a true scholar and one
who will bring lustre to a Matam which is already doing such a fine
work in scholarship and in philosophy.
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Dr. DAVID ANNQUSSAMY,

Deputy Divector of Public Instruction, Pondiclierry.

T thank the Tiravavaduthurai Adheenam for communicating
to me, before issue, the fine book about the * Nine Gems ”. T can’t
help praising the efforts of the Adheenam for bringing out first
class books not anly in the religious field, but also about matters
of general interest.

I must add immediately that the book now issued deserves
fully to support given to it. The author has spared no pains for
making glitter the gems he really loves. Having been a dealer in
gems, he has acquired the knock of delivering to the public nothing
but finite, even in the form of a book. It isreally a pleasant
surprise to find in one book everything ahout the subject from the
mystic value attached to each gem in our traditions to their intrinsic
analysis by modern science. s

The author, while presenting the gems, deveils, skill fully one
of the most resplendent facet of our civilisation. Much more can be
said about this rich hook, but it is better to leave the reader enjoy
it directly.

Before ending, I ought to thank the author, for having not
only given me a wide knowledge of gems, but also for having made
me like them,

Sri A.S. P. AYYAR, 1. ¢. s,
High Court Judgo (Rtd.), Madras.

Many thanks for your letter of the 10th. ‘Navamanigal’
is a welcome contribution to the glowing literature in Tamil on
subjects not fully covercd by previous books. The author has
shown great industry and skill, and his style is simple.
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HIDDEN GEMS

Sri S. GOPALA AYYAR B A, B. L,

Honorary Seceretary, Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore.

The publication of this rare work on gems ‘Nava Manigal’ is a
land-mark in a research into an obscure subject. Credit goes to the
Thiruvavaduthurai Adheenam for bringing out this volume. The
Thiruvavaduthurai Adheenam has, in recent vears, been bringing to
light the hidden treasures in Tamil literature especially, pertaining
to Saiva Siddhantham and His Holiness Sri-La-Sri Subramania
Pandara Sannadhi Avergal has placed the Tamil Public under a
deep debt of gratitude by these successive publications,

If the previous publications brought to light hidden treasures
in a metaphorical sense, the present work throws up treasures in a
literal sense. It is all about real and priceless gems. The difficulty
in bringing together the various aspects of this difficult subject need
not be stressed. The Public will undoubtedly be impressed by the
vast possibilities revealed by the selfless work of this earnest

student of an obscure branch of knowledge namely Mr. T. 8. Vaidya-
nathan.

Mr. Vaidyanathan is o young industrious and devoted worker,
who in his own quiet way, has disclosed in this book his highly
equipped mind. If one remembers that facilities for this diffcult
rescarch are not many, one is hound to be struck by the shining

qualities which characterise this thesis which he has so successfully
completed.
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The poet sang long ago of hidden and inaccessible gems. He
said :

** Full many a gem of the purest ray serene,
The dark unfathomable caves of ocean bear,
Full many a flower is born to blush unseen,
And waste its sweetness In the desert air.”

A study of the work produced by Mr. Vaidyanathan will show
how the hidden and inaccessible gems are more resplendent than
those that are paraded every day. This is true literally as well as
metaphorically. But for the encouragement afforded to Mr. Vaidya-
nathan by the Thiruvavaduthurai Adheenam, he would have still
remained among the hidden gems engaged in endless research in a
difficult subject. Now that he has made public the result of his
labours, there is no doubt that the scientific possibilities flowing
from his encyclopaedic knowledge will be fully exploited by others
in the line. The practical value, from an utilitarian point of view,
of a mastery of gemmology, can never be minimised. The great
genius, profound knowledge and massive research of the illustrious
scientist Sir. C. V. Raman, gave to the world what is now acclaimed
as “Raman Effect”. That Mr. Vaidyanathan’s contributions would
prove another land mark leading to further achievements is devoutly
to be wished for.
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The Hon'ble Mr. Justice

M. ANANTHANARAYANAN, 1. . 5.,
Judge, High Court. Madras.

T have read the beautifully-produced Tamil-Research work,
*Navamanigal ° (nine gems) with deep interest and admiration.
Ostensibly a work on Gemmology, it covers a wide field of
Research, and opens up a fascinating Vista into the heart of the
culture of Tamil Country. Literary references, mythological and
historical sources, medicine and astrology, the epithets of classical
Tamil poetry, have all been laid under contribution by the author,
who has explored deep and wide into his field, in this labour of love.

Above all, the spirit of precision and scientific detachment
are evident throughout. The way the work has been produced and
printed (including colour illustrations) is & new chapter in our book
production.

Sri A. R. DAMODARA MUDALIAR, B.Se., (Hons.)

Chajrman, Municipal Council, Cuddalore.

Sri T. 8. Vaidyanathan deserves to be congratulated on the
very able and thorough manner he has dealt with the subject. His
book ‘Nine Gems’ published under the auspices of the Tiruvavadu-
thurai Adheenam is yet another valuable addition to the world of
knowledge. The scientific treatment of the subject and the many
details given regarding the characteristics of the various precious
stones makes interesting reading. The book will be weleomed by
all those who are interested in the study of precious stones.
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Sri R. KANDASWAMY MOOPPANAR, B. & B. L.,

Kumbakonam,

Among the numerous valuable publications of the Tiruvava-
duthurai Mutt the one which stands out prominently as a dazzling
gem is the book entitled mamssiast 7 edited by Sri. T. S.
Vaidvanathan under the aegis of Sri-la-Sri Subramania Desika
l’a,m;)mcharya Swamigal the 21st Craru Mahasannidhanam of Tiruva-
vaduthurai Mutt. This book comes out as the birth day memorial of
the Swamigal. The author with his intutive knowledge personal
experience and vast study has brought out this publication which
gives full and clear description of the various precious stones in-
cluding the gems, Coral and Pearl. He has made references to
ancient and modern books on the subject and points out how of all
the people in the world India particularly has from ancient times
attached importance to the value of gems and lhow they use them
not only in ornaments and decorations but in other useful purposes,
medicinal and religious. We have heard that Rajah Serfoji of
Tanjore had invited all the famous physicians of medical lore and
vot medicines prepared out of the nine gems © maysParid ” which
were used with benefit and efficacy in hard and difficult cases. To
ward off the evil influences of the planets and to propitiate the
Navagrahams, these nine gems are worn either as ornaments or
worshipped as deity as per certain principles. The author gives an
account of the places where the different gems are found and the
ways of testing them. He has not failed to refer to the mytholo-
gical accounts of bhe birth of gems which is a bit interesting. He
also deseribes the methods of polishing adopted by the ancients to
bring out their brilliance, mentioning also the modern methods of
polishing, This treatise may be considered as a sort of an encyclo-
paedia on the subject and deserves the thanks of all who are interes-
ted in acquiring knowledge about the nine gems and the like. Tt is
very kind of Sri-la-Sri Mahasannidbanam to get this nice book
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published under his- direction and given wide pullicity to it, as it is

bound to be useful to all people who genuinely desire to understand
and test the value of these gems.
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NINE GEMS - TRIUMPH OF LABOUR

Sri 8. N. RAGHUNATHAN, B. 4.,

At the outset our humble respects are due to His Holiness
Sri-la-Sri Subramania Pandarasannidhi Avergal, Adheenakarthar,
Thiruvavaduthurai by whose immense grace this book entitled
« Navamanigal 7 is published.

The glory of the gems of the world has reached the highess
pinnacle by the ardent aspiration of Sri T. S. Vaidyanathan, who
combining his high intelligence with his assiduous labour and cease-
less efforts and intense zeal, after collecting gems of facts about the
subject, a oceanic one, has placed before us on this happy occasion
a gem like book entitled “ Navamanigal” “ meuenliadr ¥ shedding
its rays of brilliance on one and all in all parts of world who are
very much attracted by the very mention of the term ' Gems ”.

Needless to state that one lacks words sufficient to express
the admiration and appreciation, the book and the author are
entitled to. )

Just as the gems were under the un-fathomable depths of
the regions of the world, so too were the intricacies qualities and
beauties pertaining to the gems hitherto un-known to the many.

Dealing with the subject in a most lucid manner and in an
elegant style. Sri T. 8. Vaidyanathan has not spared any pains in
bringing out the truth and various facts surrounding the gem world
in varied ages. Mystery really shrouded around gems in many
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ages and in many countries. The book coming to us at this most
auspicious moment clears the mystery and brings home to us the
details relating to gems.

A reading of the book will convince that the author has not
neglected even the minute details. With deep interest one finds in
the book all facts concerning the Gems. Tracing the history of Gems
right from its formation up to its highly esteemed position hoth in
the market and mansion, the author has covered in a splendid
manner the different types of gems, the place of occurrence the
materialistic and spiritualistic value of the same under different
ages in various parts, and the effects of Gems in medical world

supported by very many theories and allusions prevalent in the
world.

Tt is really a matter for joy to record to-day the beginning
of a New Era “ Gem Age ” and to express our sincere and heart-
felt felicitations to Sri T. 8. Vaidyanathan the esteemed author of
the book who has beyond doubt proved the “Triumph of Labour ”
and presented this symposium of facts about Gems in a well arranged
manner before this enlightened galaxy.
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G. DAVID,
Professeur au Collége Francais de Pondichéry.

Monsieur,

Je vous remercic infiniement pour votre invitation,
et je regrette de ne pouvoin étre présente 3 la cérémonie,
Votre initiative de présenter au public le beau livre de
Mr. T. S. Vaitinadane sur “Les nenf gemmes” est excellente,

D’aprés ce que j’ai pu voir de la table des matitres
et des images, l'ouvrage me parait exhaustif et basé sur
une documentation solide. L’auteur mérite certainement la
récompense morale de la féte que vous organisez; et Ia recon-
naissance du public est due au Tirouvadoutourei Adinam
pour avoir entrepris I'édition de cet ouvrage.
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REV. FR. A. M. GNANAPRAGASAM,
Principal, St. Joseph's Sec. School, Cuddalore.

Sri. T. 8. Vaithianathan on his attainments over the research
work, “seananflasr”. He is an old boy of this Institution and we are
proud of him.

Bim. Q. sanlmuwsst suissT 9, o,
Gausneri, Ardlawi gdpaemisd QInisd wir b, Gzslm.

waly npémadsEs @earub uuluer * veaysmssr . aumpefissr
aenalbdg O sssTLrs  dotigoer  sauweiser . wels
o crer@er LRBam sl wershisst dsHE ST Hey s8I,
gupaTusESdr Gayeweu darésh gais@rarasms, sauwsiiadr
RQuibens el alig FPaTUS HEG0 ufisalis sererri.

Qupmas 355 QUulEer Cusranwamué efay dbg CGumbdis
ur &g H0sho wpen puleo, ¢ maiomlest ' or@rg@ind i dojsnsasir
eBem & & 0 5,

sgziunsst Bp. G5. BTTMGHETUTNSHT Sy idsiT,
BrguBmansi= 5, DT
X X Qbpredd gerurer o e hiseter JCia Gﬁn.slqﬁé!;ﬁ@fg:,

Sey e el weTenly HENDEEHLD unmyfn&?a:l_@zu Lpﬂu.‘;mmam.mm
erpastiCubmer . HasrhGs G&ﬂ@ggi:rm, .mmt‘y@wg’nm, @.n;gs.@m
ufspad pgedu BTasaficims s m@ﬁg&&n;@&?@a{m Gﬁarr&.@osng
Guil b CurHP5s535. QBETD BESG Lﬁa;.a{m uugsung@@msuru@m
guosy SPgblaln. FHolar @HOFLNS aIpbS irarks @-fu-g
GoLstesdgrand stdynoiuGsis wwrerfiu saundasr sais
euater@evars Gur dmgnit wnGs o eri!

mr Hifler &b Curdmb Falrs an:usaﬂsinﬁr'r

Gz ppwri wrgh AsfapGa - FhDGeT

@asBL rTser alFar e QFlselssrer

@ ssenrules arps Geflg.

59



Sri P. T. RAJAN, . L. c.

Palayam Houso, Tallakulam, Madurai.

The boolk, entitled ‘Nine Gems’ under the auspices of the
Thiruvavaduthburai Adheenam was shown to me by Sivadharma
Baskara Sri M. K. Sundaresa Battar Avergal, Madurai. It isa
very interesting book and I am quite sure it will serve a useful
purpose in life. I must congratulate all those who are responsible
for this publication and with them all success.
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PROFESSOR
Sri T. P. MEENAKSHISUNDARAM PILLAI

Annamelai University.

Thiravavaduthurai had established its greatness as a holy
place since the time of saint Thirumoolar. In the middle ages when
the Tamilians had lost their independence the saints of this place
safeguarded the culture and the spiritual excellence of this southern
country. Perhaps there is no use in repeating the old explanations
of these times. The Truth is the same for all ages, but it has to be
expressed ever anew in the idea of the people from time to time.
Thiruvavaduthurai created a holy atmosphere around secular studies
as well. Its confributions to Tamil grammer, logic and literature
are monumental. Our arts attempted to popularise the sciences
and therefore Tamil literature gave expression from time to time, to
the poets experience of some of the sciences.

Nothing attracts man’s attention like the precious stones and
these find an important place in Tamil literature. But these have
to be clothed in the scientific, but yet the popular garb. Thiruva-
vaduthurai knows this and on this memorable day when we are
celebrating the birthday of the present occupant of that religious
throne. So to say, the book of gems significantly an evangel, is
released as a valuable publication of the Mutt. The mythology, the
history, the art and the science of gemology are all expressed in such
a sweet and flowing style in this book. This book is bound to make
the subject popular among the Tamilians. There is no other book like
this, for even in English, one may not get all this amount of informa-
tion in one book. No more can one blame that the religious institu-
tions of our country do not care for the spread of eduction in all its
varied aspects. May we hope that more and more books of this
type will be coming in quick succession along with works of great
spiritual beauty.
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Sri N. ANANTAVAIDYANATHAN,
Principal, 8. T. Hindu College, Nagerenil.

Ratnasastra, or the Science of (lems, has heen known and
practiced in our country for hundreds of years., It is one of the 64
branches of arts and seciences recognised in the Kamasutra of
Vatsyayana.. References to the use of gems and precious stones are
found in ancient Hindu literature the Vedas, the Sastras, the Ttihasas,
the Puranas and the Medical treatises. There are special chapters
on goems in the Brihatsamhitai of Varahamira, in Sukraneethi, in the
chemicomedical works as Rasarnava and Rasaratnasamuchaya, in
Tiruvilayadal Purana ete. We find in these works wonderful des-
criptions of expected and unexpected qualities of navaratnas - of
their beanty, of their splendour, of their divinity, of their use not
only for decorative purposes in jewellery and ornaments but also as
wonder groups in the treatment and prevention of diseases, of their
marvellous powers as amulets or charm to ward off the evil influ-
ences of sickness and witcherafts and of their astonishing ability to
bestow on human beings long life, health, wealth and prosperity.
No wonder that they play a prominent part in our mythologies,
traditions, legends and classics! One is bewildered at the remark-
able and accurate descriptions of theiv colour, their brilliance, their
lustre, their specific gravity and their influence on the mind and
- body of the wearer as portrayed in our old literature. What a
systematic, shrewd and scientific study should have been made.

L

This book Navamanigal is a fascinating short treatise, not
only on the conventionally recognised navaratnas but also on the many
other precious stones used in arts and industries. The author Sri T. S.
Vaidyanathan desreves our warmest congratulations and sincerest
thanks for bringing out this nice and useful book. All lovers of
Tamil, wherever they may be, owe a deep debt of gratitude to
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Sri-la-Sri  Subramania Desika Paramacharya Swamigal, for his
interest in this direction and to the Tiruvavaduthurai Adheenam for
the publication of this scholarly volume which is the 128th in their
series.

The author has skilfully blended the old and the new, the
ancient and the modern and is therefore sure to get the approbation
of the orthodox Tamil Scholar and the modern critical scientist.
He has given a lucid account, in simple but chased tamil, of all the
aspects of the precious stones - historical, mythical, astrological,
medicinal. commercial, industrial and domestic. The fairly exhaustive
biblivgraphy shows the extent to which the author has plinged into
the subject; and the matter given is sure to be found useful by
different types and levels of readers. The diagrams and illustrations
are neat and instructive. The coloured plates are ornaments to the

book and shed the lustre of the gems. The printing is excellent
and the getup attractive.

The first fifteen chapters give a comprehensive account of the
Navamanigal with profuse and apt quotations from the -classics.
Then follow the chapters on the general properties of these gems
and on the dexterous and clever way in which the lapidarists shape
the raw materials to bring out the magnificient effects inherent in
them by intricate cuttings and skilful polishings. Then comes the
treatment of the testing of gems in the indigenous and ultramodern
methods. The world famous diamonds and other precious stones
of historical and strategic importance find a prominent place. As a
supplement, the author gives some interesting and astounding
anecdotes regarding the origin of these gems as portrayed in our
legends. The author has not failed to include a brief account of the
synthetic diamonds, synthetic rubies and other synthetic gems. These
synthetics have the same properties as the natural gems and are
now made on a commercial scale for a variety of purposes. He

has also rightly touched on the artificial or imitation gems which

are not at all genuine gems but have entirely different composition.
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The layman does not find any difference hetween the artificial
and the genuine stones and no wonder these spurious ones have cap-
tured the market. Another welcome feature of the hook is the inclu-
sion of English equivalents and of the principal places in the world
where these valuable stones occur and are mined out. The $abular
statement containing a list of gems with their chemical composition
and physical properties together with relevant and critical notes
thereon, is a very useful adjunct. The glossary in English explaining
the technical terms in this ** Gemmology ” is noteworthy. There is a
comprehensive index. The short but sweet estimate of the book

given by Dr. A Lakshmanaswamy Mudaliar is a great testimony
to its value.

The “Navamanikal” is thus a work on precious stones,
natural, synthetic and artifieial.

Everyone interested in precious stones, be he a layman or
trader or scientist, will find enjoyahle and profitable reading in this
fine book.
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x X You have made a very deep study and the University
should give a doctorate degree for this research work. It is really
very fine. x x
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